Laryngographic analysis of child-directed speech.
This paper reports the results of a small-scale study of mother-child interactions using electrolaryngography to measure mean, mode and range of fundamental frequency variation. The mother-child results are compared with those obtained from recordings of the same subjects in conversation with an adult. The methodology employed allowed statistics to be derived from very much larger samples of speech than have hitherto been used in the literature on child-directed speech. The main findings were that measures of central tendency are higher for adult-child interactions than for adult-adult conversations and the range of fundamental frequency greater. This expansion of the range is effected by increasing the upper limit of the range.